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Missionary. 


“Go ye into all the World, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature .”’ 


= Se Se 


FROM INDIA. 


The following letter gives, we suppose, a more just 
view of the success of the gospel in India, and the tri- 
als and difficulties of a missionary’s life, than is gener- 
ally entertained amoug us. We commend it to the at- 
tention of our readers. Those views of missions which 
cast difficulties into the shade, aud which hold up such 
bright promises of immediate success in converting the 
nations, may have a temporary effect in awakening zeal 
and energy; but no lasting or permanent effect cau be 
produced, uuless it is grounded im just views of the sub- | 
jeet, and such viewsias will bear examination by the 
standard of truth. We would notbe understood as in 
any degree abating the encouragements which are afford - 
ed for missionary efforts in pagan countries. We know | 
those encouragements are great, and greater than the 
Christian church appears to be aware of ; and therefore 
it is, that we would direct the attention uot to superfi- 
cial apperrarices only, but to the firm and solid grounds © 
of hope which are found in the promises of God. 


ooo 





From the New York Observer. 
LETTER FROM REV. HOLLIS READ. 


We are indebted to the Rev. J. A. Murray, for per- 
mission to publish the following extract of a letter from 
Mr. Read, missiouary at Alimednuggur, India. The 
church of which Mr. R. is pastor, is attached to one of 
the Presbyterits itt this city : 

Mowasursawor Hitis, May 27, 1833. 

My Dear Br. Murray,—You will sympathise with us 
in the loss of our very dear brother and valuable helper 
Babujee. He died, as you will have heard before this 
reaches you, on the 18th of April. This is one of the 
severest our missioa has ever sustained. He uni- 
formly sustained a decided Christian character, and lit- 
erally wore out in the cause of Chiist. What effect his 
death will have on the people in general, is quite impeos- 
sible for me to say. I very much regret that I could 
not have been with him and witnessed his last hours, and 
‘omg the subject ou the attention of the people. God 

done all well. Still I have found it very hard to 
reconeile this dispensation with the which I had 
laid dowe for, the nents of India. I had thought 
Babajes very. necessary. But the event proves that 
will work eithout him, and I am again taught 

, which Lam so slow to learn, that there 

putinan arm of flesh. The death 


|have lust we have not yet heard. 


oo of ovr spirit. 
iand eraft, the credulity and suspicion of the people 
|whom we have todo. Their stupidity in every thing 





Hervey, at a time when things were 


a) 
just arranged so that we might be fellow laborers 


as we had fong desired, was a midst séveré lésson.— 
The removal of Mr. Graves, which left me for a time 
quite without counsellor or keeper, taught me the same 
greatlesson. Still l was but too poorly prepared forthe 
loss of Babujee. 

Amoug our “light afflictions,’ which have not been 
few of late, 1 name one ofsome magaitude to us at pres- 
ent. Onthe 12th of the present month, the hoties 
which we occupied in Nuggar, avd in which were our 
hooks, the N. Mission Library, aud the most of our 
clothing, furniture, &c. was burat to the ground. It 
was announced to be on fire by a gentleman iu the vi- 
cmity, at one o'clock at night. His kind- interposition 
saved most of our furniture and books. How much we 

We greatly wonder 
and rejvice that any thing was saved. The fire took 
in its straw thatehed roof, aud in a few moments was 
wrapt in such a sheet of five as to prevent all efforts for 
removing its contents. Low it took fire I have not yet 
been informed. It is suspected that it wasseton fire by 


‘au incendiary—whetber instigated by the Brahmans 


(whiel, I suspect) as they have shown no friendly feel- 
ing since our labors have been attended with some suc- 
cess, or whether from reasous of another datufe W 

have no connection with me, [ am quite in doubt. In 
the absence of more serious trials “ the spoiling of our 
goods” affords a test to our faith and tience. We 
are scllom, bowever, without more weighty matters for 


These are from the stupidi m4 


which pertains to their salvation—their craft in their 
dealings with us—their credulity ia believing every 
thing but the truth, and their stspicion in every thing 
which relates to truth. I aut sometimes tried aboy 

what puor human nature is able io bear. As a speci- 
trien Uf the gratitude which we receive; take the tohow . 
ing. Immediately on my coming on the Hills, a sub- 
scription was set on foot for distribution of alms among 
= rage a. I uddertook to be the almoner of their 
charity, principally, that [ might have a permanen t @s- 
sembly to whom | might preach daily. Ftom 50 to 100 
came to my house at eight ih the mioriting, and after 
teas the word for ai hour, received a daily allow- 
ance of rice aud a few pice. Thiese are blind, 
lame, maimed, halt, leprous, and so excessively poor, 
that they are, by their ofdidary begging, vc ly kept 
above starvation. It would nem tee charity ip ever 
so small a d would be most acceptable and thank- 
a receiv Bat instead of this they anpey me two 
or three hours every thoraing, with coteplaints sid mur- 
murs, and sometinres abuse, because I dé mat give them 
all I can,then they will tell me that sanre body blse gavo 
them more, and that I ought to da the satré. We took 
a poor sick did almost literally naked out of the 
poor house @ few moriths ago, ard clot him and 
took care of him till he was able to work 4 little. Thea 
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we gave him some light business. tle became, as we 
then thought, renovated by the Holy Spirit. No soon- 
er had he recovered, and was well clad and fed, than 
he began te complain that he must have more wages. 
The most we then required of him was to go to school, 
with a promise to make him a teacher as soon as be 
should qualified, He never secns to think of the 
kind we haye shown him, nor does he seem serupu- 
lous abouvaitiag ‘ws trouble. . He is still with us, though 
we have little hopes of his reformation so that he will 
be acomfort to us. Whatis most unfortunate, we bap- 
tised him after a few months time. During the time he 
gave very good evidence of a change of heart. But as 
soon as we began to hope much of him and took him 
from the poor house he began to appear less promising. 
‘These are trials hard te be borne by a missionary in so 
desolate a field asIndia. But they are trials in which I 
am by no means alone in suffering. 
The above-is little more than a fair specimen of what 
issionaries in this part of India have experienced for 
years past. The missionary scarcely begins to re- 
joice, when his joy is turned into sorrow, and all his fond 
are clouded by some case of apostacy. I speak 
of these difficulties, that those who pray for missionaries 
and for India may know how to bring us to the throne of 
race just as weare. It is very easy for a missionary in 
part of the world to give a positive, indeed, a wrong 
impression, without once intending or suspecting it. I 
might communicate the good intelligence of half a do- 
zen conversions from Idolatry—(which are to the popu- 
lation where they are less than one to 1,000,000) without 
referring at the same time to the 999,999, who from 
pride or ignorance and beastly stupidity, are either rous- 
ed by opposition into contempt, or remain as indifferent 
as the Idol, which they worship. Or I might write in 
my journal that in a certain place the eagerness for 
hooks was stich, that | was thronged from morning till 
evening with applicants ; but omiting at the same time 
to add that in all this nothing appeared but an idle curi- 
dsity to get a book—or that before I left the place the 
root which I had given were destroyed, or prohibited 
by the Brahmuns. Or! might speak of the warm re- 
ception which I met, aud the profound attention which 
was given to my preaching before it was discovered that 
Christianity is all against Hindooism; but omit to tell 
ou of the sueer and indifference, and shunning, which 
have often witnessed on my second visit to a place. I 
kuow that a little reflection immediately corrects the ten- 
dency which the honest zeal of the ardent friends of 
missions prompts to draw too general conclusions from, 
mises very few in number and limited in extent.— 
When [ read, in private letters, or public eommunica- 
tions from America, remarks which imply, if not direct- 
ly say, that “ Pagan India is on the point of turning to 
the Lord,” that “ there is a general spirit of inquiry ex- 
cited throughout the country,” &c. &c. I fear you will 
not pray for us aright. These things would be encour- 
aging, if they existed, and your missionaries who are 
now ** sowing in tears,” would be most happy to rejoice 
with you in such a glorious event. But while things are 
as at present = are,nothing ean encourage our hearts 
more permanently and substantially than the knowledge 
of the fact that our friends are praying for us with all 
our difficulties, trials, and discouragements spread out be- 
forethem. ‘They ought to thank God that the Seriptures 
ve been translated into the Indian languages, and so 
many religious books been circulated—that so many have 
a slight theoretical knowledge of what Christianity is— 
though they may at present manifest no wish or inclina- 
tion to be governed by its principles—and more particu- 
larly-ought they to rejoice and thank God for the few 
pledges of his faithfulness which he has given as in the 
conversion of the individuals, te whom I have referred. 
But sure I am, that if they loe< at things as they are, 
they will see so much desolatios to weep over, so much 


“not yet subjected to Christ,” and so much humanly 
speaking, which “ opposeth itself,” that they will bum- 
ble themselves very low before God, aud pour out their 
supplications with tears aud strong cryings. 

=< will easily see what must be the difficulties and 
trials of the missionary, arisiug from the character and 
condition of the people. There is another severer trial 
and more disheartening discouragement than any which 
I have yet named. At least if not in itself more dis- 
heartening, it is in its nature, harder to bear. I mean 
the opposition, direct and indirect, which Christianity 
meets from foreigners in this country. You koow this 
country is governed by Luropeaus, who are not only 
Christians in name, but are actually members of “ the 
Church.” ‘There are among the rulers of the land in- 
dividuals who are ornaments to the Christian name, and 
whose exemplary lives and good works render them true 
helpers in the missionary work. And I am happy to 
say that the number of these appears to be on the in- 
crease. But far different is the character of the vast 
majority of Europeans in India. They live, not to say 
in the must open neglect, but in the most open defiance 
of every precept aud coctrine im the Bible. Hunting 
parties, dinner parties, rides, spurts, aud anrasements of 
all kinds seem as frequent with this large class of for- 
eiguers on the Sabbath, and sometimes more frequent 
than on any other day ef the week. The necessary in- 
ference which you will draw fiom profanation of holy 
time will fill up the picture which I might otherwise de- 
lincate. 1 need not tell you what sort of influence this 
exerts on the mind of the native. As far as the example 
of such Christians goes—and it caunot be supposed to be 
veutral, as they aro the rulers of the land—it goes 
to represent the Christiau religion as the very worst 
religion on the face of the earth. While the Mus- 
sulman worships Allah through his Prophet five times a 
day; and the Hindoo daily performs his sacred ablutions 
and bows down to his god of stone; and the Romanist 
crosses himself, goes to mass,and confesses to his priest, 
and all these observe their several holy days professedly 
as written in their saered books, or preseribed by the 
Fathers—while they pertorm these empty ceremonies 
and call them religion, they see the great majority of 
their gulers, professing a religion far superior, as they 
are told, to their own, but setting at defiance its precepts, 
worshiping neither God material or immaterial, and con- 
fessing sin neither to God or man. 

There is another, and from its nature a still more se- 
rious obstacle, if possible, which stares the missionar 
in the face wherever he goes. I must however took 
of this with delicacy. You have doubtless beard of the 
* necessary evils,” which make a part of the English 
government in ludia—such as hiring Brahmins to pray 
for raiu—repaiving certain Hindoo temples—taking pil- 
grims—allowing the revenue of certain villages, (iu eon- 
formity to the usage of the former Governments) to be 
appropriated to the support of Guupattee or Mrhadas, 
or some other Hindoo god. And in conformity to like 
stipelation, they support certain idolatrous establish- 
ments, which consist of a certain number of Brahmins, 
lewd women, and the like accompaniments of Hindoo- 
ism. Such things make the missionary sad—and ought 
to make him feel very deeply that all the efforts of men 
to convert this people without the almighty power of 
God, ave perfectly futile—vain as the attempts of a man 
to arrest the course of the tempest, or to roll back the 
angry waves of the ocean. I do not referto these things 
for the sake of speaking against the powers that be, but 
that you may know what are the difliculties which stare 
the missionary in the face at every step. We are told 
the fault is not of the present Government, but was en- 
tailed on them by their predecessors, who made these 
stipulations with conquered pagans. How may of these 
connivances of idolatry might now be i without 
a breach of former treaties, how rouch might now be ad- 
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justed by a friendly compromise,so as to spear the Chris- 
tian’s conscience and operate to the real benefit of the 
heathen, aod how much in :hese uuchristian stipulations 


might have been avoided, greatly to the dignity of a 
Christian nation, I leave to those who have, under God, 
the destinies of nations in their hands. They are ac- 


countable to Him who gave them their power. 
H. Reap. 


From the Presbyterian. 
PLEASING PROSPECT. 

Among the recent indications of an increasing dis- 
position in the Spanish American States, to recognize 
the rights of conscience in sacred things, it will not 
have escaped notice that the government of Venezucla 
has by a late ordinance decreed the free toleration of 
the Protestant religion. The subjoined extract of a 
letter from a source entitled to much respect, dated 
Caraccas, Feb. 27, 1834, bears interesting testimony 
on this subject, and claims the attention of those whose 
province it may be to occupy, by a suitable Mission, 
the important field thus presented. 

“ Yesterday was performed the consecration of the 
Foreigner’s Buiial Ground. There was a large and 
respectable assemblage of foreigners and of ladics—a 
very striking display—such as hever befure was seen 
in Caraccas. All things wore done decently, and in 
order. The whole ceremony was very impressive— 
the natives express great satisfaction. The whole of 
the proceeding is to be translated into Spanish. 

‘A great door is now opened and none can shut it— 
the decree is past and gone forth establishing tbe un- 
alienable rights of conscience in divine worstip—con- 
science enlightened by the Holy Scriptures aud the 
Holy Spirit. An Episcopal Church will probably be 
established in all the present year, and why nota 
Presbyterian Church? A native of the United States 
who has been here about twelve years, thinks a union 
might be formed of all who speak our language, viz. 
natives of England, Ireland, Scotland and the United 
Btates, artioutitling to about one btindred, of whom a- 
bout ten are professors, two of the United States, one 
Methodist and one Presbyterian. These happy or- 
dinations of divine Providence 1 hope may excite in 
usa little more of Christian life and animation, It has 
been my daily prayer morning and evening to our 
blessed Saviour and Redeemer, to send hither his 
light and his truth, and that our holy Protestant re- 
ligion, the religion of the Bible, of Christ and the Holy 
Spirit, may be here introduced, and so firmly planted 
as to remain and flourish while tiime shall last. And 
lo! the light begins to dawn, the truth begirs to take 
effect. May we not say to this our embryo Zion, “A- 
rise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is rising upon thee.” 

It is to ote the greatest happiness to witness this 
glorious beginning of a brigin Gospel dispensation, and 
it ismy hope and centinual prayer that my dear friettds 
here iy brought into the fold of the Shepherd of 
Israel. 1 hope our dear friends, the ministers ard 
people of our Divine Master, will immediately deter- 
mine upon a mission to this “dark ¢orner of the earth ;” 
and that they will prepare and send forth the mission- 
aries of the cross, men of learning, of integrity, courage 
and pradence, wise as the serpent, gentle as the dove. 
They should be masters of the Spanish language, able 
to read, write and speak it; such knowledge may be 
acquited in Philadelphia,—one ignorant of this lan- 
guage would be useless, M. 





From the Vermont Chronicle. 
APOSTOLIC MISSIONS: 


The Literary and Theological Review contains an 
article on “ The Economy of Christian Misstons, av 
developed in the Apostolic Age,” by Rev. Horatio 
Bardwell. 1t attempts to show why the progress of 
Christianity is not as rapid now) ander modern mis- 
sions; as when the Apostle preached: The com 

tive inefficiency of modern missions is attri 
mainly to the inferler devotedness and prayerfulness 
and faith of moderu Christians. In making this the 
chict hindrauce, and in pressing upon the consciences 
of Christians, the necessity and duty of resembling 
the Apostles more than they do, Mr. Bardwell is 
doubiless right; and if we should in any degree re- 
lease the conscience from this pressure, we should do 
far more hurt, than any thing we can say could do 
good. Still, we are disposed to call attention to a few 
circamstances, which we think are too little noticed. 
We doubt whether the Review is quire correct, in 
saying that there was nothing in the Paganism of the 
Apostolic age, which gave the roan an advantage 
over us. rue, the Paganism of that age had more 
energy, and more power, and equal mialignity: Tt 
was —_ as a to oppose, and could put a 
far mightier effort of — ion. Thit of 
idolatry is downward. here it provaiin'h Uaatis 
the mind and degrades the character, mote from 
toage. It has now been at work, déstroying the 6B: 
ergies of human nature; 1800 years longer than it bad, 
when Paul preached. Kh had not operated so long 
without effect. The mind of heathenism has become 
torpid. 1t has not now the “ science, elegatice; and 
refinement” of the “enlightened age of Augustus ;” 
and what is worse, it has not the mrenfal éfetgy; thé 
inclination to think, that produced them: ‘Then there 
was encouragement to preach; for the hearers were 
in the habit of thinking; of hearing and investigating. 
The greatest difficulty now is; if we mistake not; to 
make the heathen think. What would not a modetr 
missionary give, to find such an andiéate, in this res= 
pect, as Paul had at Mars Hill?) What effort would 
he grudge, which should throw the people around him 
into such a state, that it could produce a Porphyry, 
Celsus, or a Lucian? oe 
Another advantage, the Apostles certainly bhad.—~ 
Those to whom they preached had never been ac- 
quainted with a merely nominal Christianny. They 
had not held intercourse, for ages, with nations calling 
themselves Christians, and learned from that inter- 
course to regard Christianity as a mere system of 
dogmas and ceremonies, different indeed from their 
own, but of no more holy influence. The gospel did 
not come to them, thus misrepresented beforehand.— 
Its truths, and its name, were wholly new te them; 
and they had to gain their first ideas of its character 
and value from good preaching; amd g6od specimens 
of living, practical Christianity: Every Pastor can 
feel the foree of this consideration. 

Again. To a very great extent; the Apostles were 
not entirely foreigners, ‘They belonged to the saw@ 
Rowan Empire, which was the scéne of their princi- 
pal labors. The dominion, first of the Greeks, and 
ther of the-Romans, who were men of the same race 
had done much since the days of Aléxander, to make 
a great fhultitude of nations one i their manners a 





habits of thought, as well as inv government. Chris- 
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tianity was not 
and maidiitined 


there by an influence which had its 


seat agd derived its support and received its character 
and directien froma foreign country. 
at home,—within ¢ 


It sprung up 
empire, amoug such men as the 
-of, and who were, in a sense, at 
bw-citizens, in all parts of the 
empire. _ Its preachers enjoyed the advantage of be- 
ivg themselves a part of “the lump” which was to be 
leavened,” aud therefore came more easily and in- 
timately in contact with the other particles of the 
whole mass. Other things being equal, preachers that 
are of the people will always be most successful.— 
The history of all sects shows it. 

. Nearly connected with this is another consideration. 
The Apostles did not labor to change the habits of so- 
ciety, any farther than those habits were essentially 
unchristian. They did not labor to collect wandering 
savages round them into permanent settlements; to 
change their manner of life, from savage to civilized ; 
to introduce among them the peculiar habits in which 
the. preachers themselves had been educated. In- 
deed, they scarce stopped to teach in detail, a code of 
morals; but if they could procure a hearty reception 
of the first principles of Christian truth, left them te 
transform chatacter gradually, till it should be bro’t 
into entire harmony with the gospel ; they themselves 
making a visit, or sending a messenger or a letter, 
_ whea, they could. At first, the mind of the heathen 
was called only to a few simple but important points. 
On adopting these, and not on changing all his own 
habits, domestic and social, and re-modeling the 
whole frame-work of society, he was called to delibe- 
rate and decide. Lf on these points he decided aright, 
Whatever else was necessary was sure to come, sooner 
or later. This was an advantage, not easily attaina- 
ble by modern Christians. We naturally think that 
every thing, in which we advantageously differ from 
the heathen, belongs to our character as Cliristians.— 
We can scarce be made to see how much of our pe- 
culiarities is purely circumstantial, and no more es- 
sential to Christianity, than are Oriental, Chinese or 
Polynesian manners. Still more difficult is it for us 
to separate the essential truths of Christianity, from 
our learned, scientific way of understanding and pre- 
senting them. We can hardly bring ourselves to 
suspect that the heathen can become Christians, with- 
out receiving Christianity in those forms of thought 
which she has borrowed from Aristotle or Plato. Of 
this difficulty, so far as it relates to the mode of ex- 
hibiting divine truth, we believe that our missionaries 
are aware; that they labor, commendably, and with 
gratifying success, to overcome it; but in spite of all 
efforts, something of it will exist. 

. Once more. The Apostles did not aim directly to 
revolutionize the system of education where they la- 
bored. They did not plant schools, and superintend 
them; gather children into them, and hire teachers 
for them; prepare school books; investigate and fix 
the orthography, etymology and syntax of previously 
unwritten languages; translate, print and circulate 
books; still less, teach agricultural, mechanic and 
household arts. The idolater whom they addressed, 
had not the learning of all these to think of, as what 
he must do if he became a Christian. Nor had the 
preacher all these things to distract his mind from 
preaching “Christ and him crucified.” Other similar 


brought into the empire from abroad, | points of difference might be mentioned, but we have 
| mot room. 


We do not mean to condemn moder missions as 
'wrong, in every point in which they differ frour the 
‘apostolic. Possibly, nay, probably, they ought to 
‘differ, in many things which are merely circumstan- 
\tial. ‘The state of the world, we maintain, has chang- 
ed; and he who would “become all things to all 
men,” that he might by all means save some, must 
change his mode of operation accordingly. It is only 
required of him that he teach the same gospel, and in 
the same spirit. It may, perhaps, be a duty for the 
modern missionary to make more thorough work, in 
some respects, than it would have been right for the 
Apostles to spend time to do. It may be the duty of 
the thousands of preachers, whom it is the duty of the 
millions of Christians now on earth to send forth, to 
instruct the heathen nations so thoroughly, that any 
thing like another fall into popery will be impossible. 
No man would require modern missionaries to write 
their letters in ancient Greek. As little are they 
bound to conform to other peculiarities of ancient 
times. 





= 


From the S. S. Journal. 
THE PRAYER OF FAITH. 

| By some, all that is understood by the prayer of faith 
| seems to be the offering of a petition in the belief that 
{it will be granted, and it seems to be insisted times 
| that all that is wanted in the case is to believe that it 
j will be heard. Passages of the New Testament are 
cited which seem to declare this doctrine iv the plainest 
‘terms, andl men wouder that they do not receive bles- 
|sings which they so earnestly desire, and which concern 
objects which the Scriptures represent as always agree- 
able to the will of Ged. Many a teacher is afflicted with 
| his experience on this subject. He is sure he desires 
the conversion of his class, and he has prayed long and 
earnestly for it, but he sees no change in them. He be- 
comes disheartened, and is at a loss what to think or do. 
| In view of this important sabject, we beg all snch to 
|examine the New ‘Testament for the decision of the fol 
| . . 
lowing questions, and we should be glad if they and 
any other ersons who have studied them, would com- 
municate their views. 

1. Judging from the general plan of the Divine moral 
government, 13 it according to reason or Scripture to be- 
|lieve that God will surely and pee grant the very 

petitions which’ are sincerely offered by Christians ? 

An infidel lately weutinto a prayer-meeting of Chris- 
tians in St. Lovis, and after stating his disbelief in the 
Bible as a revelation, proposed this test. [He quoted 
_the sacred promise to the disciples, that whatever they 
| should unite in asking should be granted them, and ur- 
' ged the meeting in the most respectful manner, to pray 
| for his conversion, that the truth of the promise might 











jbe put to an open trial. It appears that this interrup- 


| tion of the meeting was not regarded, and the unbe- 
liever published the facts in the St. Louis Observer, re- 


| newing his challenge for an explanation of the difficulty. 


Now we wish to know whether such promises as he 
quoted are to be taken im the positive sense in which he 
interpreted them, or whether it was to be expected, 
that according to the ordinary system of Divine govern- 
ment, no blessing would be granted to a man in the very 
act of blasphemy ? 

2. Is there any promise or intimation that the prayers 
of Christians will be answered which do not proceed from 
a real desire for the thing asked for ? 
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Suppose, for instance, a teacher prays daily for the 
conversion of his class, but the subject does not enter his 
miud at other times as a matter of anxiety. When his 
commercial business is embarassed, when his child is 
sick, when he is waiting for the result of an application 
in which his personal interests are deeply concerned, his 
anxiety is constant ; he stands in no need of a hint to re- 
member it; it pervades his mind constantly until the 
eventis known. Now shall we judge of our interest in 
*what we pray for, by the samerule’ And may we ex- 
pect to have our prayers answered when the heart is not 





ia them? Is there a promise in the bible that implies 
that men shall receive from God that which they do not 
really desire ? 

3. Is there any promise or doctrine that the prayers of 
Christians will be answered when the proper efforts are 
not em d to secure the blessing in the way in which 
God usually confers it ? 

If a man prays to be delivered from sin, and takes 
not a single step to avoid or resist sin, is it probable that 
his prayer will be answered! If he confesses his un- 
faithfulness, aud implores forgiveness, but goes his way 
aud is unfaithful still, is it probable that he will be for- 
given? If a man prays that the kingdom of Christ 
may be promoted, and refuses to contribute to the means 
of advancing that object, can he believe that it is his 
prayer which is auswered, when that kingdom is pro- 
moted! So when a teacher prays that his class may be 
coaverted, but forgets his prayer when he comes to 
teach them; when he hears the lessons, but is not 
prompted by love or couscience to be earnest and dili- 
geut in exhibiting and pressing the truth, may he won- 
der why his prayers are not answered ! 

4. Finally, Is there a system of motives and principles 
by which God acts in dispensing his blessings ; or is thi 
reception of prayer entirely disconnected from the state 
of mind pS person who offers it, whether sincere or in- 
sincere, whether desirous or indifferent, whether active or 
idle ? 

We cutreat the deliberate attention of every reader to 





these inquiries. It is constantly said that prayer is the 
great means of success ; yet how many thousands of 
prayers are unanswered! We shall accomplish a great 


it is white and saccharine, but it melts in the sun. At 
Bassora this waveller was shown another species, called 
taranjupil, which is gathered from a priekly shrub, near 
Ispahan ; the grains were round and yellowish. ) ote 
of these sorts were used by the inhabitants as su ia 
preparing several dishes,especially pastry. Buretbarde 
is clearly of opinion that the manna of Seripture is that 
which distils from the tarfa, or tamarisk-tree, a shrub 
abounding in the peninsula of Sinai. ‘This remarkable 
fact he observes, remained ankoowa in Europe, aati it 
was first meutioned by Seetzen. It is called mann by 
the Bedouius, aud accurately resembles that deseribed 
by the Jewish historian.* Lo the month of June it drops 
from the prickles of the tamarisk upon the fallea leaves 
and twigs, which always cover the ground beneath the 
branches,in its natural state. The Arabs collect it in the 
morning, when it is coagulated,but it dissolves as soon as 
the sunshines upon it. They clean away the leaves and 
dirt which adhere to it; aud, after being boiled, itis 
strained through a coarse piece of cloth and put into 
leathern skius, in which it is preserved till the following 
year. They do not seem to make itiuto cakes or loaves ; 
but they dip their morsels into it, or pour it as they do 
honey over their uoleavened bread. It is fonad only im 
seasous where copious rains have fallen, and sometimes 
itis not produced at all. When kept in a cool tempera- 
ture it is hard and solid, but becomes soft if held im the 
hand or exposed to the sun. The coloris a dirty yellow; 
but the taste is agreeable,somewhat aromatic, and sweet 
as honey. If eaten in considerable quantities it is snid 
to be slightly purgative. The Bedouins estecm it as the 
greatest dainty which theircountry affords : the produce 
however, even in the best years, ts trifling, perhaps wot 
exceeding 500 or 600 pounds. The barvest is usaally 
in June, and lasts about six weeks. 

Though the tamarisk abounds in Hejas, on the EBu- 
phrates, and in every part of Arabia, Burckhardt never 
heard of its yielding manua except in Mount Sinai. He 
was informed that iv Asia Minor, wear Erzeroum, the 
kind meutioned by Niebuhr was still collected from the 
tree which produces the galls: but this is probably the 
gum-tragacanth, which is obtained from a spinous shrub 
of the geuus Astragalus, aud which is so strong that « 


work if we can discover whether there is any caase of drachm will give to a piut of water the consistency of a 
the failure on this side of heaven. ‘syrup. This gum is indigenous in Natolia, Crete, and 

| Greece. There is, however, a confusion in bis different 
accounts of the manna, which he appears sometimes to 
have mistaken for other vegetable substances. The mo- 
dern officinal drug sold under this name comes from Tra- 
ily aud Sicily, where it is obtained from a species of ash, 


From the Sunday School Journal. 
ARABIAN MANNA. 


Mr. Eprroa,—I have been much interested in the no- 
tice (iu the new account of Arabia, by Crichton.) of the | 
gums called manna which are now known in the east,as| 
it is a frequent subject of inquiry among our young 
friends in the Sunday school. Perhaps its republication 
would be of use to settle the point that the supply in the 
desert was miraculous, and not the distillation of the ta- 
marisk or any other plant. LL. | 

The true nature and origin of this substance, celebra- 
ted as the miraculous food of the Israelites, have a 
yet been very satisfactorily ascertained. ‘The observa- 


tions made by travelers and naturalists do not accord | 
with the Scripture narnative, nor do they aflurd any ex- | 


planation of the phewomeua as recorded by Moses (Exod. 
xvi. Numb. xi.) That it is a vegetable production is 
generall 

aut called algul, which yields a species of manna ; and 

ichaelis mentious another under the name of alhage. 
Niebuhr neglected to inquire after this substance, and 
what he heard from a monk neur Suez was an idle le- 
gend not worth repetition. He was told that in Meso- 
petamia mauna is produced by several trees of the oak 
getus ; that it cavers the leaves like flour, and is obtain- 
ed by shaking the branches. July or August are the 
mouths in which it is gathered, and it is found in greater 


admitted. Rauwolf has described a thorny | 





abundance in moist than in dry seasons. When fresh 


with a leaf sesembling that of the acacia. The Calabrian 
manna is said to exude after the piuctare of an insect,a 
species of grasshopper that sucks the plaut; and this 
fact led Michaelis to propose the question to the Danish 
travelers, whether the Arabian species might not be 
preduced in a similar manner. 

But notwithstanding the identity of the name, there- 
semblance in the description, and the concurrence of 
learned naturalists, it is impossible to reconcile the man- 
na of Scripture with any species of vegetable gum,much 
less to explain the preternatural circumstances connec- 
ted with its appearance. We are expressly told that it 
was rained from heaven; that it lay on the ground when 


| the dew was exhaled round and small-as the hear-frest, 


like coriander-seed, and its color like a pearl; that it 
fell but six days in the week; that it became offensive 


* Josephus derives the name from the Hebrew particle 
man, which, he says, means what is it? this being the 
exclamation of the Jews when they first beheld that Di- 
vine and wonderful food. (Autiq. b. iii. ¢. 1.) Whiston, 
in a note on the text, rather thinks it comes from the verb 
mannah, to divide; and meutions that in an old heathen 
writer, Artapanus, it is compared * to oatmeal, and like 
snow in color.” 
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i bred worms if kept above one day; that the double 
ity provided for the Sabbath kept sweet for two 
; thet it continued falling for forty years, but coased 
owthe arrival of the Israelites at the borders of Canaan. 
These and other facts all indicate the extraordinary na- 
tuse of the production; and iv no one respect do they cor- 
pane Se the distillations of the tarfa, the gharrab, 
or the talh-tree. These gums are collected only for about 
@ month in the year; they do not admit of being ground 
in a hand-mill, nor baked ; they are not subject to pytre- 
faction if kept, nor are they peculiar to the Petrzan wil- 
flerness ; besides, the coustant and daily support in a 
Sesert often barren of all vegetation must bave been im- 
ible, ox ou the su ition that the trees accom- 
panied tho their aa Whatever the manna 
, it was obviously a substitute fer food ; aud the pecu- 
liarities connected with its regular continuance, its cor- 
ruption, and a suspension, are facts uot less ex- 
jraordinary than the mysterious nature of the substayce 
itself. tts in vein to attempt any explanation of these 
phenomena by natural causes. A skeptical philosopher 
may succeed in reconciling preternatural appearances 
vith his own'netions of probability ; but this gives not a 
icle of additional evidence to the credibility of the 
narrative. The whole miracle, as related by 
Moses,admits but of one solution—the interposition of a 
flivine power. As to local traditions o¢ modern practices, 
these, we have already shown, are unsafe guides in mat- 
ters of history ; much less can they be admitted as an- 
ities in support of revealed truth. 


CIRCULAR. 


To the Congregational Ministers and Churches in 
the State of New York. 


Jy view of the present situation of the congregation- 
al ministers and congregational churches in the state 
of New-York, at « regular meeting of Oneida Asso- 
ciation, held at Lebanon, Madison county, in Septem- 
her last, the subject of organizing a State Association 
wastaken up and considered. A committee from 
that body was appointed to make the necessary ar- 
ratigements, and call a convention of ministers and 
chutches, to consider the expediency of forming a 
State Association, to be compased of congregational 
niinisters and churches ; and if the way should be pre- 
pared to organize such an Association. 

~ Agreeably to instructions from that body, the Com- 
mittee of Association propose that a convention be 
held in Clinton, Oneida county, on the third Wed- 
nesday in May next, at 11 o'clock, A. M. to delibe- 
rate on this subject, and to organize such an ecclesi- 
astical body, if the way shall then be prepared, 

To accomplish, this object, all the congregational 

ipisters in the state aro respectfully invited to attend 
au convention, and all the congregational churches 
age invited to seud one delegate to represent them in 
seid convention. 

Ani here it will not be improper to state some of 
the reasons for such a measure. Within the limits of 
this state, there are many congregational churches 
which are connected with no ecclesiastical body what- 
ever, which would highly estcem such a connection, 
and still could not conscientiously connect themselves, 

rith any other religious body without doing violence 
to their sentiments. 

There are also a number of distinct Associations 
within the limits of the state, which have no connec- 
tion with each other, and which would be greatly en- 
‘ and str by a common bond of 
union with each other. Some of these churches are 





{Aran 


feeble and disheartened, and need the encouragemen! 
which such an union would be adapted to impart. 

Again, there are congregational ministers, who, 
from their location, must be connected with other re- 
ligious bodies, or be deprived of the privilege of that 
ministerial intercourse and connection which they 
highly value, unless some measure of the kind be a- 
dopted.—Such a privation many ministers of the gos- 
pel have seriously felt and truly lamented. 

In the present state of things, there are many ehurch- 
es which have no sepresentation in any religious body 
whatever, and consequently do not exert such an ex- 
tended and salutary influence in the christian comnw- 
nity as they otherwise might exert. It is plainly im- 
portant that our churches should exert all the moral 
influence in their power in favor of the cause of evan- 
gelical piety, and against the influx of infidelity and ir- 
religion. Besides, it is believed that such a measure 
as is here proposed, would greatly tend to promote the 
peace and harmony, not only of the churches thus con- 
nected, but also of the churches which entertain dif- 
ferent views with regard tochurch government. Many 
highly respectable and distinguished ministers of the 
gospel and laymen have been consulted on this subject, 
who have not hesitated to give their cordial appioba- 
tion to the measure here proposed. The whole im- 
portance of such a measure to the advancement and 


prosperity of Zion, cannot be expressed in a_ brief 


circular. But it is believed that the hints here given 
will be abundantly sufficient to lead all who are in- 
terested in this subject, and will look at it candidly, 
to act with promptness and energy, as the cause of our 
God and Redeemer requires. 

PINDAR FIELD, 


Chairmra of Com, of O. Association, 


Trisere to Carvixism.—The following remarks 
we consider but a just tribute to the system of reli- 
gious truth, which has often been misunderstood, and 
more frequenily misrepresented and 1eproached, as if 
there were some vittue in caricaturing the theological 
views of that giant defender of the faith, and then do- 
molishing—not John Calvin—but the man of straw, 
fabricated for the purpose of contest and victory. 

“The Calvinistic system, indeed, in reference to 
the very points at issue between Calvinists and their 
opponents, has been frequently pronounced the only 
consistent and rational scheme of faith, by men of the 
most gigantic vigor and reach of intellect, who have 
studied the subject simply asa branch of spiritual or 
mental philosophy. It has been cordially embraced 
by not a few of the most piqus and gified among the 
devoted students, critics aml expositors of the Holy 
Scriptures in every age. The celebrated Euler, it is 
well known, was a thorough, conscientious Calvinist. 
And Sir David Brewster (himself as free from liberal 
prejadice and sectarian bias, as he is eminent for tal- 
ent and science,) speaks of him and of Calvinism io 
the following terms. “Theology was one of his favor- 
ite studies, and his doctrines were the most rigid doc- 


trines of Calvinism the only system of religious truth, 


which a philosopher can maintain.’ * 

“The learned and ingenious Bishop Horsely, in ® 
solemn charge to the clergy of his diocese, exhorted 
them never to denounce Calvinism until they had dil- 
igently studied and ly understood the works 
of Calvin, lest they unwittingly calumniate @ 
friendly ally, and dishonor the cause of truth and re- 
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ligion. To all ignorant noisy impugners of Calvinism, 
the same judicious councel may not be less scasonable 
and appropriate at the present day. Let them con- 
descend to know somewhat of the subject whereof 
they dogmatize, before they finally condemn. I have 
never heard a sweeping unqualified denunciation of 
Calvinism from any man who attached a correct or 
even intelligible meaning to the term. That sort of 
thing, vulgarly abused and declaimed against as Cal- 
vinism, and charitably fathered upon Presbyterians 
as their own proper heritage, is as utterly foreign to 
their sentiments and mode of preaching, as it ever 
was or can be to those of any other Christian sect.” 
S. Rel. Tel 


Cowrrr anp Watts contrasTep witn Byron. 
—Suppose that Byron had sung like Cowper, or 
Watts. What a change would have been made at 
once in the influence of that man. We admit that 
his influenee has been mighty, and yet will be. But 
is there any man that believes that Byron is to intlu- 
ence as many minds as Cowper and Watts?) The 
mass of men will not Jove cold misanthropy, or the 
display of corrupt and malignant passions, or the dis- 
gusting details of vice. An iacreasing number of 
our race will tun from his sour and gloomy pages. to 
dwell upon the lovely piety, the sweet simplicity of 
the renovated heart in Cowper; and to breathe out 
our language of pure devotion, in the delightful strains 
of Watts. Already more, many more minds have 
been influenced in tho most tender scenes of life, by 
the sweet language of Watts, than have been or will 
be influenced by Byron. The language of the sacred 
singer is breathed into our ears in the cradle; it is 
echoed in the Sunday school, by tens of thousands, 
on each Sabbath day ; it warms the devotions of mil- 
lions in the sanctuary; it is poured forth in the bed 
of sickness, and it cheers and sustains the soul in the 
hour of dying. Where the book of the noble bard is 
laid aside and hated, the sacred singer is welcomed 
and hailed; and his sweet language expreesses the 
most lofiy and pure feelings of the spirit, evn as it 
bursts away from a world of sin, plumes itself for its 
eternal flight, and as the last accents of hallelujahs 
here melt and die away in the anthems of praise eter- 
nal in the heavens. We ask whether it was possible 
for Watts to have done as much evil as he has good ? 
And when shall the influence of Cowper die? When 
shall forget his sweet numbers? Never; no, never. 
His influence shall be uttered. It shall go down into 
the advancing and deepening glories of the millenium, 
when, in his own inimitable language, 

“ The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks 

Shout te each other; and the mountain tops, 

From distant mountains, catch the flying joy, 

Till nation after nation, taught the straio, 

Earth rolls the rapturous hosauna round.” 


There is another instance perhaps still more to our 
purpose. Weaallade to that man of whom Cowper 
has said, 

“IT name thee not, lest so despised a name 

Should move a sneer at thy deserved fame ;” 
the man 

' “Whose Pilgrim marks the road, 
And guides the progress of the soul to God.” 
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From the New-York Observer. 


Messrs. Editors.—By very ample despatches just re- 
ceived from Liberia, it appears that the emigrants by 
the Jupiter are comfortably established : an aged fe- 
male and two infants only have died. Many pe 
ments have been made by the acting Colonial Ageit, 
the Rev. Mr. Pinney, and the Colony is rising from tt 
temporary depression. ‘The general health in the 
Colony is very good, the deaths very few.” , 

A valuable wact of country has been obtained at Junk 
river, and some of the colonists are disposed to estab- 
lish a settlement thereon. This teritory is twenty 
square, aud ene of the most eligible situatiéns on the 
Coast. There is every prospect of obtaining the inter- 
mediate territory to little Bassa, as also that between 
the Mesurado and Junk river. 

R. R. Guruer, Sec. A. C. 8. 


LATE INTELLIGENCE FROM Arrica.—By the arrival 
of the Jupiter, thitty-six days from Liberia, letters have 
been received from Rev. R. Spaulding, Secretary of 
the Methodist Mission in Liberia, dated March. 7th, 
communicating the rep | tidings of the death of 
Mrs. Wright wife of ove of the Methodist Missionaries 
after an illness of only nine days, on the 9th of Febri- 
ary last. Mrs Wright was an amiable and acconiplisb- 
ed lady, of a delicate constitution, but ardently devoted 
to the Missionary cause. Her deep piety and affection- 
ate manners, while in this city on her way to Africa 
endeared her name avd memory to many friends, and 
the loss will be severely felt, net only by her excellent 
husband, and the infaut mission. but by her venerable 
father, who suffered so poignantly on her deparwre,-— 
It seems that she had lost her reason for some days be- 
fore her death, by the violence of the fever. 

We vegret to learn that Mr. Savage the young gentle- 
man seut cut last year by the Presbyterian charch and 
whose kind attentions to the lamented Cox will évér 
consecrate his memory among the pious, died also of 
the fever on the 8th of February. Mr. Spalding writes- 
that he saw him die‘and that his end was peaceful and 
happy, as might be expected by those who knew hisex- 
cellence and worth. 

Mr. Spafding was sick when he wrote, it being the 
27th day of the fever, however he was able to. sit up 
for au hour or two, aud thought himself recovering.— 
Mrs. Spalding, Mra. Wright and Miss Farriaghon bea 
all heen sick, but were all recovering when the Jupiter 
left, eveept Miss F. whose general health seemed to be 
failing, though she had recovered from the fever. She 
was advised to return, but resolutely refuses to leave her 
companions in toil and suffering. In ber letter, she 
says, while laying in bed she is surrounded by little na- 
tive children, to whom sick as she is, she is teaching the 
Alphabet, which they learn with avidity. 

Among the passengers are two African princes + the 
names of Charles Lavally and John Groway. the 
course ef three or four weeks after their arrival, they 
were all under the iufluence of the fever attending ac- . 
climation. There was, however, less of suffering with 
this than any previous expedition to the Coast of Afri, 
ca. The emigrants were fifty-four in number. 
only fell victims to the fever—and these were peculiar 
cases—one an aged woman above seventy, anb the re- 
maining two, cluidren, one of whom had never enjoyed 
good health.—Com. Ad, 


If we have the art of improving solitude, we shall find 
we are never less alone than when alone. 


Violent and impetuous men ere often the greatest 
slaves of those who obtain an ascendancy over themt ; 
and it was said of the celebrated Jobn, of Bed- 
ford, that he was “the most ungovernable, but mest 
governed of mankind.” 
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The publicexamination iu the Theelogical Depart- 
ment in Yale College took place on the 24th and 25th 
inst. The exercises were as fullows : 

JUNIOR CLASS. 

J, Examination in Hebrew. 

Il. Examination iy Greek Testament. 

III. Dissertations. 

3. On Tit. ii. 13; by Mr. J. S. Lord. 

2. On the doctrine of the N. T. concerning the Inter- 
mediate State; by Mr. J. H. Mordough. 

8, On the dangers of the critical study of the Bible ; 
by Mr. W. C. Foote. 





4. In what sense is Christ called a light? hy Mr. P. 
Montague. . 


5. On the use of Philosophy in the interpretation of | 


the Bible; by Mr. J. W. Warner. 


6 On the term tesjament, ay applied to the parts of | 
the Bible; by Mr. S. G. Buckingham. 


¥. On the scriptural use of the terms hades aud geenna. 

8. On John iii. 5; by Mr. J. S. Davenport. 

9. Did the writers of the N. T. expect the day of 
judgment in their own time? by Mr. E. E. Salisbury. 

MIDDLE CLASS. 

I. Examination in Moral Philosophy, Natural Reli- 
gion, Evidences and Doctrines of Christianity. 

Il. Dissertations. 


2. On the internal evidences of Christianity ; by Mr. 
J: L. Wright. 

3. On the mysteriousness of the doctrine of the Trini- 
ty; by Mr. C. Jones. 

4. On the difference between speculative and true 
faith; by Mr. A. Dewey. 

5. Ou the necessity of an atonement; by Mr. E. 
Winthrop. 

6. Does God administer a moral government over 
man? by Mr. S. Foster. 

7. On the metapbysical proof of the being and attri- 
butes of God; by Mr. E. O. Dunning. } 

Revivats.—A revival has been enjoyed in Lerington, | 
Ky. the last winter, and jhe Rev. Mr. Hall states, thay 
upwards of one hyndred have been received to the com- 
munion of his church, and prospects are still favorable 
for mpre additions, A goodly number also have been 
recpived inte the McChord ehurch in the same city. 

Ap interesting work of grace has been enjoyed at 
_ Williams College, and abgut nine or ten of the students 

have become the subjects of saving mercy. 

Also at Brunswick College, the Lord has visited, and 
revived his people, and not far from twenty of the stu- 
dents have been brought to enjoy the hopes and bles- 
sings of the gospel. — 

At the Wesleyan Seminary, at Middletown, a letter 
from the President states, thaj au unusual attention to 
religion exists ; and many are seeking the salvation of 
their souls. 

' Some interesting notices will be found under our revi- 


| on Cherokee lots with Indian improvements. 





val head, 


Morau Rrroru.—Public attention is begiuuing to be 
directed, to a considerable degree, against licentious- 
ness as it is manifested in violating the seventh com- 
mandment ; and the evil, as it exists in our cities and 
large towns, is found to be one of appalling magui- 
tude, and requiring the most prompt and energetic 
measures to undermine and suppress it. We consider 
the excitement upon this subject, as que amang the 
promising indications of the times, and hope it may go 
forward, unimpeded by.any obstacle, till not a remaaut 
of-licentiousness shall be left among us. 


We learn from the Cherokee Phenix, that the Rev. 
Mr. Worcester has been obliged to leave the Cherokee 
territory within the limits of Georgia, in consequence 
of the laws of the State respecting white men's residing 
Mr. W. 
The 


has removed to Brainard station in Tennessee, 
Lord be with him, and defend him! 


“ Feeding themselves. without fear."—The National 
Preacher for March contains two sermons by Professor 
Ilirencock, of Amherst College, on this text, Jude 11, 
designed as introductory (the editor says) to a series of 
discourses, on the Advantages of Temperance, aud the 
Evils of Intemperance in the use oF Foop. We re- 
joice to see this subject taken up by so able a pea, and 
we most earnestly commend the discourses to the pub- 
lic attention. It is undoubtedly true, (as Prof. H. asserts) 


ca . | that “intemperance in eating js alarmingly prevaleat,” 
1. Utility the foundation of virtue ; by Mr. E. Lyman. | 


and we know not why this vice, so enervating aud sens- 
ualizing in its influcuce, should not as properly come 
under the head of pulpit discussion as ayy other. 


oe 


Tur Bisticat Rerosirony—The January number 
of which has been delayed till the present time, has just 
been issued, and states that the difficulties which hin- 
dered its publication have been removed, and that it 
will henceforward be published regularly. 


The Rey. Mr. Gattauner has employed his delight- 
ful pen in writing the History of Joseph, for children 
and youth ; an I8mo. volume of 210 pages, published 
by the American Tract Suciety. We rejvice to see the 
Tract Society engaged in this departmeyt of Literature, 
and sych men as Mr. Gallaudet employed in furnish- 
ing matter forit. ‘There is room enough, and to spare, 
for all jaborers. ? 


Divisipx.—The following paragraph is copied from 
Dr. Green's Christian Advoeate for April :— 


“The sum of the whole matter, in our view, is this, 
—If the gross heresy which is freely taught and publish- 
ed in our church,be not ay condemned and effectu- 
ally restrained,by ber judicatories; sf her constitutional 
government and order be not restored and strictly ob- 
served ; and if her discipline be not, in all , re- 
vived and exercised, we at present, see no other course 
for the friends of truth and genuine Presbyterianism to 
pursue, but te unite and assume a standing by them- 
selves ; and to declare themselves to be the only proper 
constituent member ef the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, under the organization of the present 
constitution—and to act accordingly.” , 
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FROM CHINA. 
Letter fiom the Rev. Edwin Stevens, American Sea- 
men’s Missicuary in China, to the Superintendent 
of the Sabbath School in the North Church in this 
city, dated, 
Canton, China, Nov. 29, 1833. 
Ever Dear Christian Brother.—Your very long and 
very welcome letter reached me afew weeks since, and 
I reply as early as possible. It would take a whole let- 
ter to express fully my pleasure and gratitude, for your 
writing 30 fally of our Sabbath School. My heart was 
rejoiced to hear that the Lord still blessed your School, 
and increased the numbers and interest of both teach- 
ers aud scholars. Let the Sabbath School in the “North 
Church” praise him, for he is good ; for his mercy en- 
dareth forever. ‘The first donation of $50, I trust will 
be one of many means to unite together the rich and 
the poor in spiritual blessings, in the blessed union of 
giving and receiving the good gilts of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther. I have sometimes thought that I would like to 
write to your school respecting the people of China, but 
my information is so limited, aud other sources of 
knowledge are opening so fast, that it might seem su- 
perfuous. However, as it may be more impressive to 
have an account from one whom they have personally 
known, I may occasionally send home a few facts for 
them, in the way | should speak them to the scholars. 
It is an affecting and wonderful thought, that when your 
school is all assembled, there are probably among them 
more true Christians, than in the whole empire of Chi- 
na, foreigners and natives together,—even now, 1800 
years after the ascension of ovr Lord. But the gracious 
movements of the Holy Spirit in the churches of our 
own aud other lands of late, indicate that in the mind 
of the Lord there is yet a work for men to accomplish. 
Every couvert to righteousness there, it seems to me, 
should from the first be trained to live henceforth for 
Christ ; to Jay oyt his life ‘iw the world with that ‘single 
purpose of doing as much in his Lord’s kingdom as he 
ean do. Every school which makes a donation for a 
Chinese school, does in a manner bind itself to that hea- 
then school. Every child who gives his penny for a pa- 
gan child is liaking their present. perhaps eternal inter- 
ests together. This unites the great family of mankind 
iu that natural brotherhood which our common Father 
designed. As the mau who lays up his treasure in hea- 
ven will find his heart dwelling upou heaven and de- 
lighting to dwell there ; so he that lays out his treasure 
for the heathen, +vill find his heart hovering around some 
chosen field, where his labors have been bestowed. It 
is very delightful when in a distant laud, to hear that 
God is stirring up the hearts of his children in America, 
and mest of all that he is showing you teachers the way 
to train up a school to the work of Christ,—that school 
soon to become a congregation,—a church—a society, 
to perpetuate the characteristics now received, when 
yourselves shall have long ceased from your labors, aud 
your works shall have followed you. 
The Bible-class which [ have been permitted to com- 
mence this season, is held at 3 o'clock P. M. It is on 
board a ship, where the meeting has been held ip the 
morning. There, on the deck, protected from the sun 
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in Whampoa. The chapter I give out to the audience 
the previous sabbath, but most of the common sailors 
seem to have studied it very little, perhaps often have 
pot seen a Bible since the last Sabbath. But some J 
trust find time to read it a little, and a few there are who 
love the word of God, and make it their counsellor and 
heritage. To the few that assemble, 20 or 30, I ex- 
plain the verses and subjects familiarly, and much in 
the way I used to do in New Haven, to my class there ; 
and like them, this class are slow to propose questions, 
and enter into conversation. - During this time, Euglish 
and American boats, with officers, &e. are often passing 
us and repassing in their sailing exeursions. On the neigh- 
boring Islands other sailors are rambling over the hills, 
sometimes peacably and sometimes riotously. Every 
now and then the crack of a fowling-piece is beard from 
some adjoining thicket, and the poor bird finds no rest 
on the Sabbath from the Christian fowler. Thus usual- 
ly in pleasant weather passes the Sabbath afternoon.— 
ButI feel encouraged to persevere in the work ; because 
I can convey much more instruction in a Bible-class ef 
one bour than in a sermon, and in a way too which is 
more casy aud familiar. 

Sometimes I go ashore a short time Sabbath after- 
noon,and take with me some Chinese books for distribu. 
tion, chiefly the “* Sacred Sleeve Gem,” of which you 
have seen a specimen. At first they were shy of re~ 
ceiving books from a foreigner, and suspicious that there 
was mischief in it somehow,or some charge to be made. 
By degrees however, they found that no pay was asked, 
that the books were good, and that nobody harmed 
them for receiving them. ‘They were then taken eager- 
ly. Whenever they saw me coming, they cried out and 
soon gathered a larger number than I wished around me- 
They had learned the names of the books, and when 
they saw me, called out,—* the man whe gives the sa- 
cred sleeve gem,” &c. | always,when it was practica- 
ble, first ascertained that the person could read it, and 
then gave it only to such: but sometimes the number 
of persons and their eagerness prevented this. 

The people are very poor in most instances, bat more 
vicious than poor ; so much so indeed that it is consid- 
ered rather dangerous walking on shore there without a 
party to attend you. But I have often walked over 
much of the Island quite alone, and sometimes even at 
dusk have gone near a village remote from the shore, 
and the shipping. Never but once was | any way 
troubled; then after | had given away my books, and 
some were dissatisfied at receiving nove, when I was 
returning, these discontented ones, with some “lewd 
fellows of the baser sort,’ became riotous, and threw 
dirt and stones upon me. But veither before nor since 
has it been so; and probably would not have been so 
then, had I been wise to manage them. Yet robberies 
and violence are ofien committed upon foreiguers strol- 
| ling about there, and unprotected. There is no fear of 
God or love of man before their eyes. 

One poor grey haired woman asked for a book ; she 
said her son, her only son had just died, and she could 
not read,-but her grandchild could read it to her. I 
gave her one with pleasure, hoping that she would hear 
the “good nays” before she died. 





by an awning over head,! meet my seamen’s bible class 
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For the Religious Intelligencer. 


TRUE HAPPINESS. 

** What pleasure does life afford!” Said a friend in 
a melancholy mood. ‘In all my life I have not enjoyed 
one moment of real happiness.” This is the remark of 
one who has possessed every thing which this life can 
present to confer happiness. Every man who has no 
reliance upon a state of existeuce beyond the grave, has 
feelings of a similar nature ; yet few are willing to make 
the acknowledgement. “ What pleasure in life,” do you 
ask?. No pleasure ; life, mere auimal existence, cannot 
be the source of existence to av immortal mind. Life 
is a vapor, a shadow we cannot call our own; it is a me- 
diam through which this immortal mind acts, and by 
which it receives and imparts good. That it is possi- 
dle for man to have a taste of true happiness in this 
life. I believe every real Christian will admit; and eve- 
ry impenitent man may possess it, if he will have that 
principle of action the guide of his life which seripture 
and the monitions of conscience dictate. ‘ 

It is. evident man cannot enjoy mental happiness, when 
the mind cannot dwell upon those themes which alone 
produce it, but with pain ; avy more than ao object can 
give pleasure to the senses, which produces disgust. 

- ‘The great fountain of all happivess has spread thro’ 
the universe numerous streams, which collect in ove 
grand center, benevolence ; the practice of that rule “do 
good unto all men as you have opportunity.” Benev- 
plence is the main-spring of happiness to God and his 
angels. ‘To produce the greatest amount of good is the 
object of all God’s operations in heaven and earth, and 
go act upon auy other principle would destroy the har- 
mony of the universe. 

The same principle, feeble in degree, auimates the 
heart of every true Christian. This is the source of true 
happiness to his soul, the foretaste of heaven. 

This is the principle which should actuate every man 
whe wishes to enjoy happiness in this life; and this 
principle spriugs from a love to God. The view which 
impenitent men take of this lifo, is too limited; one 
motive, and that motive selfishness, governs all their ac- 
tions. They carry the same ruliyg principle into the af- 
fairs of another world; look upon the existence of the 
soul after death in a selfish light; the glory of God and 
his benevolence are merged iu the thought that they shall 
escape the punishment they deserve. Happiness is not 
the property of such men ; it is a plant, incongenial to 
the barren soil of the selfish hearted worldling. Its 
counterfeits are as numerous as the various occupations 
af men. One seeks it in wealth, another in honor, a 
third in literary distinction ; but at the time of trial, they 
find a “* void which the world can never fill,”’ and at last 
eonclade that happiness is not a reality, but a name. 
Turn to some louely cottage where poverty has stamp- 
ed worldly disgrase upon some meek aud ardeut believ- 
er; there will be found a heart full of joy aud happi- 
ness ‘in believing; that heart enjoys what wealth 
cannot purchase—happivess, Christian happiness. 

We now see the reason why impenitent men do not 
enjoy life; let me point out a way by which this great- 

est of all treasures may be obtained. To begin the 
search of this hidden treasure requires mére strength of 


purpose than to pursue the path after it has once been 
trodden. Every object which before attracted the mind, 
worldly distinctions, wealth, frieuds, all must be disre- 
garded when compared to the possession of the love of 
God. “ Ye cannot serve God and mammon,” said our 
Saviour to those who sought happiness in the treasures 
of this world: love te God and love to this world are 
as diverse in their nature as sin and holiness; therefore 
the heart must be changed before it can become a re- 
cipient of true happiness. In short, repentance, renun- 
ciation of sin, is the key to this heavenly treasure. And 
should any one need importuaity ! is not the possession 
of Christian happiness worth an effort? Let all who 
think life a burden, happiness a phantom, death a re- 
lease from the whisperings of conscience, pause, and re- 
flect. Such a person is inflicting upon himself evils 
which are needless. He is toiling through the journey of 
life to a good which will be an eternity of misery to his 
soul; while he neglects the ouly path which conducts 
the traveler to happiuess in this life and endless bliss in 


heaven. ALPHA. 


LADY HEWLEY’'S CHARITIES. 


A great law suit has been determined in England. 
Lady Hewley had given liberal bequests for the sup- 
port of “godly ministers of Christ's holy gospel”’ in va- 
rious patts of the kingdom. She was a Presbyterian, 
and her funds were settled on Presbyterian trustees, 
and it was expected, would support Presbyterian 
preaching. After some generations, the trustees, gen- 
erally were found to be Unitarians, and employed 
Unitarian preachers. Far the greater part of the 
Unitarian preachers in England have been supported 
by funds acquired in this way. We have seen a list 
of their congregations, published within three years, 
stating where they are, how many usually attend wor- 
ship, hy what name they are called, whether Pres- 
byteriah, Baptist or Independant. Of these last, there 
were aboutten. Of the Presbyterian, about 170. 

A suit has been brought against some of these trus- 
tees, to recover the property given by Lady Hewley, 
on the ground that she did not give them for the sup- 
port of Unitarianism, and that applying them to that 
purpose was perverting them. The Vice Chancellor 
has given a decision in favor of the plaintiff’, He 
he holds that property, given for the support of any 
particular set of doctrines, must be applied to that 
purpose, er revert to the heirs, as it cannot, lawfuly, 
be applied by the trustees to the supportof other doc- 
trines. A similar decision in Massachusetts would 
strip the Unitarians of nearly all the funds they hold 
in that state, and leave many of their ministers without 
support. 

It is said thet property to the amount of £500,000 
sterling was depending on this suit, and that it will be 
carried by appeal tothe Lord Chancellor, and perhaps 
to the House of Lords.— Vt. Cronicle. 


Dr. Donne.—Dr. Donne, a clergyman of t 
talents and learning, when on his death-bed, hae: 
king his solemn farewell of his friends, said, “I repent 


of all my life but that 
munion with God, 


t of it which I spent in com- 
in doing good.” 





Borrow not too mueh upon time to come. 
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Deatu or Lor» Trienmoutn, President of the | 
British and Foreign Bible Society —The following | 
notice is from the London Missionary Register : 

The Christian world has lost another of those emi- | 
nent servants of God, whom He has been pleased to 
raise op, in these latter days, for the furtherance of | 
His Kingdom among men. ‘Ihe venerable President | 
of the Society, Lord Teignmouth, departed in peace, | 
on Friday, the 14th of February, in the 83d year of 
his age. His lordship’s funeral was strictly private, 
by his own express desire. On Monday, the 24th, at 
a special meeting of the Committee, the Right. Hon. 
Charles Grant, M. P. in the chair, which was attend- 
ed by Lord Morpeth, Sir Robert Inglis, Sir Thomas 
Dyke Acland, Mr. Fowell Buxton, and other distin- 
— members of the Society, the Right Hon. Lord 

exley was unanimously requested to occupy the va- 
cant chair. His lordship has long entered with great 
kindness and zeal into the Society's concerns, and has 
especially endeavored to supply that lack of service 
which was unavoidably occasioned by the increasing 
infirmities of his departed friend. His lordship has 
complied with the request of the Committee. 


Temperance Uelorm. 
DEBATES OF CONSCIENCE WITH A DISTILLER, A WHOLE- 
SALE DEALER. AND A RETAILER. 
By Heman Humphrey, D. D., Presideat of Amherst 
College. 
Dialogue I.—At the Distiilery.—Firet Interview. 
Distiller. Good morning, Mr. Conscience ; though I 


know you to be one of ihe earliest risers, especially of 
late, L hardly expected to mect you here at day dawn. 





see that it deadeved all my seusibilities. This I am 
aware is uo excuse. | ought to have resisted—I ought 
to have refused, and to have paralyzed the hand which 


|put the eup to my lips. And when you struck the first 


stroke on this gronud, I ought to have warned you off 
with the voice of seven thunders. That I did not then 
speak out, and do my duty, will cause me extreme regret 
and self-reproach to the latest hour of my life. 

Dis. But what, my dear Conscience, has made yon 
all at once so much wiser, not only than your former 
self, but than hundreds of enlightened men in every 


‘commuuity, whose piety was never doubted? I my- 


self know, and have heard of not a few good Christians, 
including even deacons and elders, who still continue to 
manufacture ardent spirit, and think, or seem to think 
it right. 

Con. But think it right' Ask their consciences. | 
should like to witness some of those interviews which 
take place in the night, and which make Christian dis- 
tillers—( what 4solecism !)—so much more irritable than 
they used to be. 1 know one of the brotherhood, at 
least, whose couscience has been goading him these five 
years, aud yet he perseveres. 

Dis. Aud if I stop what will the people do? Half 
the farmers in the town depend upou their rye and 
cider to pay their taxes and even to support the Gos- 

' 


Con. So then you are pouring out these streams of 
liquid death over the land, and burning up your own 
neighbors, to evable them to pay their taxes aud sup- 
port religion! Why don't you set up a coffin factory to 
create a brisker demand for lumber, and induce people ta 
die faster, so as on the one hand to help them pay their 
taxes, and on the other to give you a fair profit, by in- 
creasing your business! Itwillnot do. 1 tell you that 
lean give you no pence until you put out these fires 
and destroy that worm. 

Dis. Wow cant! ere is all my living, especially 





Conscience. 1 ain none too catly, it seems to fied you at 
your vocation. But how we you going to dispose of 
this great black building ! 

Dis. Why, 1 do not waderstand you? 

Con. What are sou doing with these boiling craters, 
and that hideous worm there ! 

Dis. Pray explain yourself. 

Con. Whose grain is thai? and what is bread called 
in the Bible ! 

Dis. More cnigmatical still! 

Con. ‘To what market do you meau to send that long 


row of casks! and how many of them will it take on 
an average to dig a druukard’s grave ! 

Dis. Ah, 1 waderstood you now. I was hoping that 
Thad quieted you on that score. Bat I perceive you 
have come again on your old errand. You intend to 
read me ano‘ her lecture upon the sixth commandment.— 
But what would you have me do ! 

Con. Put out these fires ? 7 

Dis, Nay, but hear me. I entered into this business 
with your approbation. The neighbors all encouraged 
me. My brethren of the church said it would open a 
fine market for their rye, aud corn, and cider; and 
even my minister, happening to come along when we 
were raising, took a little with us under the shade, and 
said he liked to see his people industrious and entey- 


siuce as you kuow, my eldest son fell into bad babits, 
in spite of all the good advice I gave him, and squan- 
dered what might have afforded a comfortable indepen- 
dence. 

Con, Supopose you were now iu Brazil, and the 
owner of a large establishment to fit out slavo traders 
with haud-cufls for the coast of Africa, and cov!d not 
chango your business without considerable pecuniary 
sacrifice ; would you make the sacrifice, or would you 
keep your fires and -hammors still going ? 

Dis. Why do you ask such puzating questions? You 
know I don't like them at all, especiatly whea my mind 
is occupicd with other subjects. Leave me at least vutil I 
can compose myself I beseech you. 

Con. Nay. buthear me through. Is it right for you 
to go on manufacturing fevers, dropsy, consumption, 
delerium tremens, and a host of other frightful diseases 
because your property happens to be vested in a distil- 
lery? Is it consistent with the greac law of love by 
which you profess to be governed? Will it bear exa- 
mination iv a dying hour? ShallI bid you look back 
upon it from the brink of eternity, that you may from 
such recollections gather holy courage for your pending 
conflict with the kiug of terrors? Will you th 
this magazine of wrath and pérdition to your only seu 
not already ruined, and go out of the world rejoicing 





Com “ The times of this ignorance God winked at 
—but now commandeth all men every where to re- 
pent.” In part of your defense, at least, you are in- 
correct. It was not my voice but my silence, if any thing, 
which gave consent; aud I have always suspected 
there was some foul play iv tho matter, and that I was 
kept quiet for the time by certaiu deleterious opiates. 
Indeed, I distinctly recollect the morning bitters and 


that you can leave the whole concern in the hands of ove 
so trust-worthy and so dear? 
[Here the distiller leaves abruptly, without answering 


a word.) 
Second Interview. 

Dis. (Secing Conscience approach and beginning to 
tremble.). What, so soon and so early at your post 
again? Idid hope for a short respite. 

Con. O, lam distressed—I cannot hold my peace. 
I am pained at my very heart. 

Dis. Do be composed, I beseech you, and hear what 





the evening toddy which you was accustomed to give 
me ; and thon on 


gh I thought but little of it then, I now 
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Ihave tosay. Since our last ‘iuterview I have resolved 
zosell out, and I expect the purchaser on in a very few 


‘on. What will he do with the establishment when he 
gets it ? 

Dis. You must ask him and not me. But whatever 
he may do with it, I shall be clear. 

Con. 1 wish I could be sure of that; but let us see. 
Though you will not make poisou by the hundred bar- 
rels any longer yourself, you will s¢ll this labratory of 
death to another man for the same horrid purpose.— 
You will not, with your hands go on forging daggers 
for maniacs to use upon themselves and their friends, 
provided you can get some one to take your business at 
a fair price! You will no longer drag the car of Jug- 
gernaut over the bodies of prostrate devotees, if you can 
sell out the privilege to good advantage ! 

Dis. Was ever any man’s conscience so captiou: be- 
fore? You seem determined not to be satisfied with 
any thing. But beware; by pushing matters in this 
way you will produce a violent * re-action.” Even pro- 
fessors of religion will not bear it. For myself, I wish 
to treat you with all possible respect; but forbearance 
itself must have its limits. 

Con. Possibly you may be able to hold me in check 
a little longer ; but I am all the while gathering strength 
for an onset, which you cannot withstand ; and if you 
eannot bear these kind remonstrances now, how will 
you grapple “ with the worm that never dies ?” 

Dis. Enough, enough. 1 will obey your voice. But 
why so pale and death-like ! 

‘on. O, I am sick, 1 am almost suffocated. These 
tartarean fumes, these dreadful forebodings, these heart- 
rending sights, and above all, my hor:id dreams, I can- 
not endure them. There comes our nearest neighbor, 
stealing across the lots, with his jug-and half bushel of 
rye. hat is his errand, and where is his hungry, shiv- 
ering family! And see there too, that tattered, half- 
starved boy, just entering the yard with a bottle—who 
seut him here at this early hour? All these barrels— 
where are the wretched beings who are to consume this 
liquid fire, and to be consumed by ut ! 

Dis. Spare me, spare me, 1 beseech you. By going 
on at this rate a little longer, you will maKe me as ner 
vous as yourself. 

Con. But I cannot close this interview ull [ have re- 
lated one of the dreams to which [ just alluded. It was 
only last night that J suffered in this way, more than 
tongue can tell. The whole terrific vision, is written 
in letters of fire upon the tablet of my memory ; and I 
feel it all the while,burning deeper and deeper. 

I thought I stood by a great river of melted lava, and 
while I was wondering from what mountain or vast 
abyss it came, suddenly the field of my vision was ex- 
tended to the distance of several huudred miles, aud I 
perceived that, instead of springing from a single source, 
this rolling torrent of fire was fed by numerous tributa- 
ry streams, aud these again by smaller rivulets. And 
what do you think I heard and beheld, as I stood pet- 
refied with astonishment and horror! ‘There were hun- 
dreds of poor wretches struggling and just sinking in 
the merciless flood. As I contemplated the sceue still 
more attentively, the confused nowe of boisterous and 
profane merriment, mingled with loud shrieks of des- 
pair, saluted my ears. ‘The hair of my head stood up 
—and looking this way and that way, I beheld crowds 
of men, women, and children thronging down to the 
very margin of the river—some bowing down to slake 
their thirst with the consuming liquid, aud others con- 
vulsively striving to hold them back. Some I saw aet- 
ually pushing their neigbors headlong from the treacher- 
ous bank, and others encouraging them to plunge in, 
by holding up the fiery temptation to their view. To 
ensure a sufficient depth of the river, so that destruction 
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men, aud some whom I knew to be members of the 
chureh, laborious turning their :espective contributions 
of the glowing and hissing liquid, into the main channel. 
This was more than I could bear. I was in perfect 
torture. But when [ expostulated with those who were 
nearest to the place were I steod, they coolly auswer- 
ed, This is the way in which we get our living ! 

But what shocked me more than all the rest, and cur- 
died every drop of blood in my veins, was the sight 
which I had of this very distillery pouring out its tribut 
tary stream of fire! And O,it distracts,it maddens me to- 
think of it, There you yourself stood feeding the tor- 
rent which had already swallowed up seme of your own 
family, and threatened every moment to sweep you 
away! This last cireumstance brought me from the 
bed, by one convulsive bound, into the middle of the 
room ; and I awoke in an agony which I verily be- 
lieve I could not have sustained another moment. 

Dis. 1 will feed the torrent no longer. The fires of 
my distillery shall be put out. From this day, from this 
hour, [ reuounce the manufacture of ardeut spirits for- 
ever. 

[T'o be Continued.} 


REFORMED TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 


As we are “ friendly to the cause of temperance,” 
we think ourselves called upon to publish the follow- 
ing, which we find in the State Journal. 


Mippiesex, 8th April, 1534. 

Agreeable to previous notice, the friends of the 
Reformed Temperance Society assembled at the 
school house near David Hatch’s, and organized by 
the appointment of Daniel Russell, Chairman. After 
hearing some spirited remarks from members present, 
the following resolutions were read and unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolved, That we the members of the Reformed 
Temperarce Socicty formed in Middlesex on March 
20th, 1834, regard the temperate use of ardent spirits 
beneficial to community —that we will use all honora- 
ble means to promote the cause of said society. 

Resolved, That we regard the course pursued by 
the leading members of the cold water and entire ab- 
stinence society to be for their own aggrandizement 
to influence our elections, and bind the freemen under 
the yoke of bondage and tyranny. 

Resolved, That we regard the new license law en- 
acted last fall by our Legislature, to be anti-republi- 
can, unconstitutional and oppressive in the extreme, 
suited only for the cold water entire abstinence socie- 
ty and aristocratic notions. 

Resolved, That we regard the practice pursued by 
those who profess to be ministers of the gospel, by 
proclaiming on the Sabbath from the pulpit an entire 
abstinence from spirituous liquors, to be contrary from 
the scriptures and not warranted by the teachings of 
our Saviour. 

Resolved, That we regard the statements made in 
this place by the gentlemen from Montpelier, void of 
truth and will not bear the test of reason and sound 
judgment. 

Resolved, That Liberty should be the watchword 
of the friends of the Reformed Temperance Society, 
determined with the blessing of Heaven never to give 
over so long as the spirit of tyranny is striving to 
blast the happiness of independence. 

Resolved, That we regard our liberty and inde- 
pendence too dearly bought by the blood of our fore- 
fathers to be sacrificed at the shrine of selfish ambi- 





might be made doubly sure, I saw a great number of 
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tion, that we will ever maintain and defend it, so long 
as the blood of freedom runs in our veins. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
signed by the chairman and published in the Vermont 
Patriot, and other papers friendly to the cause of 
temperance. , 

Daniet Russet, Chairman. 


The Journal asks, ‘‘ Will not some of our good 
friends send us the form of their pledge? We want 
to see whether or not they expel their members for 
putting too much water in their brandy!” We ques- 
tion whether the Journal does right, to make fun of 
them in that fashion. The members of the society 
seem to be in a comparatively hopeful way, for which 
all ought to be thankful. They are already so far 
* Reformed,” as to be content with the temperate use 
of “ ardent spirits ;” or at least, so far as they do not, 
now, justify the intemperate use. We hope they will 


go on in their career of reformation, as long as there 
remains any room for improvement.— Vt. Chronicle. 


“THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES.” 
AN ANECDOTE. 


A certain clergyman, vot long age, wrote a book, 
to prove that the Bible, and Sunday schools, and Tem- 
perance cause, with their kindred associations, were 
“the seven last plagues,” spoken of by Johu in the 
Revelations, which should visit and afflict the earth.— 
By accident a stray copy of this new and wonderful- 
ly profound exposition of prophecy fell ‘nto the hand 


of a tavern-keepor, who had persevered mest man- | 


fully im resisting all efforts to win him over to the side 
of temperance. aving read it, be was more con 
firmed than ever, that his was a lawful calling ; that 
he might sell ardent spirits with impuypity, and that 
the opposers of his freedom in this respect were 
very properly classed among the authors of “the sev- 
en last plagues.” But then his customers began to 
decline ; and in order to confirm the wavering, and pre 
vent the total desertion of his bar, he sent off for a num- 
ber of copies of “ the seven last plagues.” The book- 
seller forthwith filled bis order, and sent withal a show 
bill to attract public notice. Upon receiving the books, 
the tavern-keeper looked around his establishment to se- 
lect the most’suitable place for pasting up the bills,that all 
might see with advantage, the new commodity which 
he for sale. At last, he pitched upon the very front 
of the bar; and there every one who entered the room 
could not fail to see in large capitals, 


THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES, 
FOR SALE HERE. 


A motto more appropriate could not be selected for 
the bar of a tavern. And he had the mortification to 
find that his anxiety to procure the sale of this book, 
was the means of preventing many from having any 
further intercourse with those liquid plagues, with 
which they had heretofore been to familiar. And every 
one saw, sooner than he, that he had unintentionally 
given the true style and title of his occupation. 


Litchfield County Temperance Society.—At the 
annual meeting of this Society, in Harwinton, on the 
25th ult., 512 new members were reported, since the 
last monthly meeting. 
bers is now nearly 12,000. All the retailers in two 
towns in the northern section of the county, have ag- 
greed to relinquish the sale of ardent spirits as soon 
as their present stock is exhausted. —Obs. 


RELLGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


The whole number of mem- | 
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Extract from the dying address of Dennison, who 
was executed, not long since, at Norwich N. J.— 

* Never should | have come to this fatal scaffold, 
never weuld this fatal cord have ended my exis- 
tence, had I not made too free use of ardent spirit. 
This is the sole cause of all this misfortune befalling 
the wretched man who is now before you. I have for 
years followed drinking to excess, and have been told 
time after time it would prove my ruin if I did not 
\leave it off. But 1 turned a deaf ear to all counsels 
and advice, and have now found by sad experience 
that the words of those who felt friendly to me, and 
felt to mourn when they saw the ruin which I was fast 
bringing upon mysclf, have proved true. And here 
you see what one of your fellow mortals has brought 
upon himself by being intemperate. I hope this will 
be a long and lasting warning to all who witness this 
shocking scene to shun the path which 1 have trod.— 
Especially those who are in the habit of taking too 
much ardent spirit. Perhaps some will say that they 
are not afraid of ardent spirit bringing them to the 
gallows. Perhaps they may not, but if it does not 
ruin you in one way it will in another. Two years 
| ago this very month, I put my name on the temper- 
‘ance list, but I did not let it remain there but three 
'or four weeks before 1 had it taken off, and then was 
the time that I missed the point. Had let my name 
istand there and lived upon it, never, no, never 
| should I have come to this. 
| Rum-drinkers, read it and be warned. 
| voice from the grave. 





It is a 


Licenses—At the session of the County Commissioners 
holden last week, no licences were granted for retailers 
of spirits in the towns of Worcester, Holden, Mendon, 
Leicester, Brookfield, Lunenburg, Millbury, Milford, 
North Brookfield, Northborough, New-Braimtree, Phil 
lipston, Princeton, Sturbridge, Southborough, Uxbridge, 
Ware, West Boylston, Westborough, or Westminster. 
Two taverns on the prisou limits m Worcester did not 
have their licences renewed. In Leicester, but one 
Innholder was licenced to sell spirits. In Mendon, four 
Inholders were licenced to sell wine, but none to self 
spirits. 

In these towns, no persons received the approbation 
of the Selectmen as retailers, and we understand that 
the Commissioners decided, that, in all eases of applica- 
tions for such licences, they would be governed by the 
decisious of the Selectmen, as the body best qualified to 
judge of the propriety and uecessity of the case, unless 
it could be shown that they have been influenced by some 
improper motive in making their decision. But, in re- 
lation to tavern-licences, it was held, that, as it was@ 
subject in which, not the town only in which they were 
situated, the whole traveling community, was imteres- 
ted. but if the decision of the Select men was contested, the 
Commissioners would review the whole subject, and de- 
cide according Co their own views of public necessity and 
expediency.—/Morcester Ms. Spy. 


Tae orp Pensioner.—At a temperance meeting, 
uot long since, an okt revolutionary sotdier, partially 
intoxicated, being present, thought the remarks made 
were rather too severe. The wext morning, however, 
the influence of liquor having passed away, truth reach- 
ed his mind, and he signed the pledge unasked. Sinee 
that time he carries the pledge wherever he goes, and 
within a few weeks has procured forty-five signatures. 
This old pensioner thus employs his few remaining days 
in rendering his country as gratefal a service as he 
when fighting her battles to repel a foreign foe. Read- 
er, go thou and do likewise. 
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A short time since the debates in Congress were 
rudely interrupted by the vocifertion of a member, 
“It is a lie’ The person guiliy of such an outrage 
upon decency was a notoriously intemperate man, 
who has since, by his own hand, put an end to his ex- 
istence in a fit of the Delirium ‘Tremens. We call 
the attention of our readers to it, in'an extract of a 
letter annexed, fur the double purpose of contradict- 
ing a statement which is going the rounds of the pa- 

rs, that “for some weeks his (Gen. Blair’s) mind 

been much agitated on religious subjects,” and 
as a warning to temperate drinkers, of the fearful end 
%6 Which they are hastening. We would also ask how 
large a part.of the quarrels in our legislative bodies 
have their origin in ardent spirit? Was there ever a 
duel engaged in by cold water men?!—Bost. Rec. 


Gen. Biatr.—The Editor of the Portland Adver- 
tiser thus speaks of this gentleman, in one of his let- 
ters from Washington: ‘*The postscript of my let- 
ter last evening informed you of the suicide of Gen. 
Blair, of South Carolina. I understand that he shot 
himself in his own room on Capitol Hill, in company 
with Mr. Murphy, member of Congress from Alaba- 
ma. All day yesterday he was feeble, from over ex- 
citement the day before. Mr. Mnrphy read for him 
an affectionate letter from his wife, whe spoke of her- 
self, his home and his child in sueh a manner as ten- 
derly to touch his heart. Soon after this letter was 
read, he arose, looked to his drawers—took out a 
loaded pistol, which Mr. Murphy saw from the flash 
of the setting sun upon the barrel, though his back 
was turned towards him—and on turning round, he 
saw Blair put thé pistol to his head, snap it—and be- 
fore he could reach him, it was discharged—and he 
fell into Murphy’s arms! The past incidents in the 
life of Blair are well known to the country, and bis 
fate is a dreadful warning to the intemperate. Re- 
morse probably prompted him to do this act—the 
dreadful sense of self-degradation which taught him 
to know he was guilty of a vice that led him to sad 
and dangerous extremes, but a vice that he thought 
he could not control. He fel a victim of that vice 
by his own hand! when a word fiom a female pen, 
— by affection—often more potent than the most 

urning eloquence—had touched his heart, and quick- 
éned remorse to desperation.” 


Revivals. 
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HAMILTON COLLEGE. 
Extract from a commanication from Prof. Bacon, on 
the subject of the work of the Lord at Hamilton. 


Ya the early part of last Febraary, the church, after 
diliberate consideration, and waiting before God for di- 
rection, appointed a season of protracted worship,which 


commenced on the 12th of the month. Very soon af- 
ter the opening of the meeting, it was evident that God 
was with us, by the awakening feelings of Christians;by 
the increasing solemnity of those who attended to listeu 
to the word of truth, and by the nunrber of those who 
upon invitation, came forward to the anxious seat. 
From this moment the work progressed with a solemn 
and awful interest. Thre hease which is large, soon be- 
came crowded to overflowing ; a fearful awe of God's 
presence seemed to pervade the whole assembly ; the 
piercing, treths of God's word, the affeeting exhortations 
addvessed to sinners, and the vivid appeals made to their 
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often breatbless atteution ; and soon many, very many, 
were constrained to coufess themselves sinuers ready to 
perish, without the mercy of God, and to come forward 
aud ask the prayers of Christians in their behalf. But 
what was most peculiarly striking at this stage of the 
meeting, and what filled us all with astonishment, was 
the depth and character of feeling manifested by Chris- 
tians, such bowing down of spirit before God, such pros- 
tration of soul at the footstool of Divine merey, 
as I believe all present acknowledged they had never 
before witnessed. ‘The tears and prayors of Christians 
seemed but the spontaneous, nay the resistless utterance 
of the deep felt emotions of the heart. There seemed 
to be a kind of atmosphere of holiness, which no one 
cvuld euter without feeling divine influence.—Many who 
came into the meeting careless, or opposed, or with the 
design of sporting with serious things, were strack with 
a selemu sense of God's presence, and many such bow- 
ed themselves at the foot of the cross of Christ aud beg- 
ged for mercy. The meeting thus continued with little 
variation of interest, excepting that sometimes a great- 
er number than usual came forward to the anxious seats, 
and occasionally some striking cases of conviction or 
conversion, for fourteen days. 

Fruits of the Revival—We have not the means of 
ascertaining the precise number of those whe Have ei- 
ther for the first time, obtained “good hope through 
grace,” or have had old hopes revived, but think we 
should not be far from the truth, in stating it at 75 or 
80. Already 56 have been baptized, and others are still 
waiting. For seven successive sabbaths, have we had 
the privilege of assembling upou the bauks of ‘our plea- 
sant Jordan,’ to witness the vows and consecration of 
those who have put en Christ opeuly before the world. 
The greatest number baptized on any one day, was 

A large proportion of those who are rejoicing in hope 
are youth, who in theamorning of life are thus made wil- 
ling to consecrate their early and best days, aud their 
whole lives, to the service of their Lord.—Some are al- 
ready looking forward to the ministry, some are prepar- 
ed now to consecrate themselves to the eause of mis- 
sions, wherever God by his Spirit and providenee may 
call. ; 

God has been pleased to crown the faithful labors of 
the teachers in our Sabbath school, with bis blessing. — 
For many weeks there has been a continued, and we 
hope, an increasing seriousness upou the minds of the 
dear aang: and children collected in this nursery of pie- 
ty. Not less than 30 are already indulging hepe; I2 
have been baptised. It has been one of the most dolight- 
ful duties to which I have beev called to attend, to bury 
‘with Christ,by baptism,’ aod extemd the hand of Chris- 
tian fellowship, the pledge of Christiaw fathfulness and 
affection, to these dear children, who give good evidence 
of a geuume change of heart, and of an ardent love for 
the character and cause of the Redeemer. 

There is still an interesting sfate of things in this vil- 
lage. 2 are inquiring, we trust, earnestly, who have 
never befote thought seriously of the interests of their 
souls. The good work has spread into adjoining neigh- 
borhoods, and within a few miles of us there are pro- 
tracted meetings. God is pouring out his Spirit glo- 
riously. May the gracious mfluence continue to extend 
ti!l multitudes more shall be brought into the fold of 
Christ. Yours, in the bonds of Christian affection, 

N. Y. Bap. Reg. J. S. Bacox. 


ANOTHER CHURCH BLESSED 
IN THE VALLEY OF VIRGINTA. 


Union church in Augusta county, under the pastoral 
care of the Rev. John Hendren, has been refreshed, re- 
vived, enlarged and strengthened by the powerful opera- 
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met with this Church in attendance on the erdinances 
of the gospel. ‘The few particulars respecting this re- 
vival, which we subjoin, were communicated to us by 
one who witnessed it.— A protracted meeting was com- 
menced there on the I4th of February, conducted by 
the Pastor and Kev. Isaac Jones, whose labors have 
been richly blessed in many of the surrounding ¢ ngre- 
getions. The meeting was coutinued with religious ex- 
ercises daily for thirteen days; the essential truths of 
the gospel, which exalt God, reveal his huliless, justice 
and mercy, and humble the sinner, were preached with 
great plainness, and were accompanied by “ the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven.” During a part of the 
meeting the Rev. Mr. Stecle, of Staunton, assisted in 
the exercises of the occasion, whose discourses were ap- 
propriate, useful aud highly acceptable. The Lord was 
present with bis people during this solemn and iuteres- 
ting season, and added to their numbers daily. 

Results.—Between ninety and a huadred were added 
to the church, on profession of faith in Christ: and a 
number of others were anrxious.—This was vot all— 
Where the powor of the gospel is permitted to prevail 
with all its sacred and holy influences, there is no diffi- 
culty in promoting the temperance reform. The first 
effort made in this cause amung this people, was during, 
or near the close of this meeting. When the opportunity 
fer subscription was given, a hendred persons sent 
forward their names as siguatures to the temperance 
pledge. honest aaah 

Smee the commencement of this revival, in the Val- 
ley, eleven mouths ago, we understand that from one 
. thousand to twelve hundred persous have been added 

to the churches in the two counties of Augusta and 
Rockbridge. Of this number we are told that there are 
from fifty to a bundred yourg men who have the work 
of the ministry in view. We have received from time 
to time brief notices of its progress and of its cheering 
results ; but we have seen ne complete narrative descri- 
bing its commencnment—the means used—the marked dis- 
plays ef divine grace in the conversion of simners,—the 
additions made to the chureh, and the distinguishing 
characteristics of the work. Perhaps it has been proper 
to delay the publication of a narrative, ull the fruits of 
it may be manifested—but we hope that such a report 
is in course of preparation. ‘The work has been one of 
great power—in many respects without a parallel in the 
history of the Chareh in Virginia. Its results, whieh 
are now highly gratifying, it is believed, will endure, will 
be glorious and everlasting. A faithful record of such a 
revival puts honor on the word of God, exalts the Sa- 
viour, and the riches of his grace, iilustrates the efficacy 
of prayer and the power of the Holy Spirit, and thus 
glorifies God on the earth.— Richmond Tel. 


A few lines from Brother Freeman. 


Onaneoevitie, Gen. co. March 25. 
Dear Brother—I have just returned from a pro- 
tracted meeting in the village of Arcade, where Ged 
is displaying the power of divine grace in “ bowing 
down the lofty looks of man and abasing those of 
high degree,” from the gray headed through the va- 
rious stages of life to the chikd of eight years. The 
cross of Jesus Christ ‘possesses sovereign virtue to 
sofien hard hearts, and to heal those that are broken. 
There was, in the judgment of charity, as many as 
sixty conversions ; and there appeared not a * dog to 
move his tongue.” O my dear brother, has not the 
time already arrived, “* when the reapers shall over- 
take the plowmen,” and rejoice together? Yours in 

the gospel.—.V. Y. Bap. Reg. 
Peven Freeman. 





A line from Brother Z. Case. 
Swepsn, Mont..Co..March 29. 
Dear Brother—The churches in this region 
rally are enjoying a refreshing season from the Lord. 
Protracted meetings with us appear to have been 
as much blessed during the winter past, as at any for- 
mer period. I have lately baptized seventeen in the 
fellowship of the church in Ogden, the fruits of a 
protracted meeting, and expect more to follow soon. 
May we be humble, and give God all the glory.—ib. 
Zinas Case, Jr. 


Lancaster, Ky.—A glorious work of grace is at 
this time in progress. Between 50 and 60 have al- 
ready united with the church, and more than a hua’ 
dred attend the inquiry meeting. A clerical brother 
who has been laboring at the meeting, and who is 
much acquainted with revivals, describes the work as 
one of greater power thau any he has ever witnessed 
Among those who have united with the church, are 
many of the most influential individuals in the place. 

Paris.—lHlere is an increased attention to religion. 
Several have recently united with the church. Also 
at Louisville, and at New Albany, Indiana. 


Lexincron.—A protracted meeting commenced in 
the First Presbyterian church in this city, on Friday 
last. On Sabbath several hundred communed at the 
Lord’s table. Ten individuals united with the church 
on profession of their faith in Christ. Although there 
is not so much excitement as some weeks ago, the re- 
vival is evidently still in progress.—Lez. Lau. 

Sanuornton, N. H.—A friend has just informed 
us that a happy attemtion to religion has recently 
commenced in Sanbornton, during the season of a 
protracted meeting. He says that one gentleman, at- 
tached to Universalism, having learnt tho design of 
holding the meeting, deterntined te spend an evening 
at home, and collect in writing, arguments by which 
to oppose the object. While thus engaged, his mind 
was arrested with the conviction that he was wholly 
wrong ; and abandoning his purpose, he became dis- 
tressingly anxious for his soul, lest he should perish, 
After several sleepless nights his mind was relieved, 
amd a thorough and happy renovation in his feelings 
and opinions has foliowed.— Best. Watchman. 

Western Reserve.—Rev. Mr. Coe, writing to’ 
the Rev. Mr. Bullard, uoder date of March Ist, says 7 
** It is a most interesting time in the Western Reserve- 
Revivals are multiplying all around us. As converts 
are multiplied, zeal for missions increases. Since the’ 
middle of October last, | have received not far from 
$1,200 for the A. B. C. F. M., and have much more’ 
subscribed, to be paid within the year.” 


Obituary, 
‘*Man giveth up the ghost, and where is hie?’ 
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DIED, 
In this pay the 17th inst. Mrs. Mehitable Buding- 


ton, wife ofAsa Budington, Esq. aged 49. 

In this city, ou the 18th inst. Sarah B. only child 
of George Lewis, aged I year. 

Tu this city, on the 18th inst. Fraaees, daughter of 
E. A. Prescott, aged 16 months. 

Ju Providence, on Thursday evening, 3d inst. after a 
very painful illuess of five weeks, Mes. Lucy L. Way- 
land, wife of the Rev. Dr Wayland, President of Brown 
University. 





- Tribute to Calvanists 
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For the Religious Intelligencer. 
THE FALL OF BABYLON. 
The night-wind howls within thy bowers, 
Thy pride and strength are gone ;— 
Slumber in dust thy lofty towers— 
Oh! fallen Babylon ! 
The voice of mirth that loudly thrill'd 
Within thy halls,—has fown— 
Thy harper’s sound of joy is still’d ; 
Oh! fallen Babylou ! 
Where are thy sons and daughters fair, 
Phat sported in thy sun ? 
"Where is thy wealth ’—thy beauty, where? 
Oh! fallen Babylon ! 
Where rose thy walls and lofty fanes, 
Grim Ruin stalks alone ; 
The wild beasts prowl upon thy plains ; 
Oh! fallen Babylon! 
Thy seas where once reflected bright, 
Thy sun-beams smilivg shone, 
New sleep in dark Oblivion’s night, 
Oh! fallen Babylon ! 
Long did thy children, plung’d in lust. 
The ways of Wisdom shun ; 
Bat humbled now they lick the dust, 
Oh! fallen Babylon! 
No more the voice of song, or bird, ¢ 
Or harp with thrilling tone, 
Beside thy flowing streams is heard ; 
Oh! fallen Babylon ! 
A wail is heard when silent night, 
Ascends her ebon throne. 
Whore once thou satt’st in raiment bright, 
Oh! fallen Babylou ! 


It. was thy bitter spirit’s shriek— 
But uew its voice is gone ; 

And thou in vain wilt mercy seck, 
Oh ! fallen Babylon! 


When storms awake thy solitude, 
The panther’s yelling moan, 
Tells the lone spot where once thou stood, 
Oh! fallen Babylon ! 8. 
Eee See 
Symeatar asp Benevorence.—Sympathy and be- 
nevolence constitute those finer feelings of the soul, 
which at once support aid adorn human nature. What 
is_it that guards our helpless infancy, and instructs our 
cbi , but sympathy ? | What is it that performs all 
the kind offices of friendship in riper years, but sympa- 


thy? What is it that consoles us in our last moments, 
SS 
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hold such a character sickening at another's good, aud 
not be filled with indignation? Devoted, as the world 
tod mitch is to self-love, aud estranged as it too much is 
from benevolence, no character of this kind ever passed 
through life with respect, or sunk into the grave with 


pity. 


Cant or tHE Acrp.—As having their own way is one 
of the greatest comforts of life to old people, { think their 
friends should endeavor to accommodate them in that,as 
well as in any thing else. When they have long lived in 
a house, it becomes natural to them ; they are almost as 
closely connected with it as the tortoise with his shell ; 
they then die if you tear them out of it; old folks and 
old trees, if you kill them ; so let our good old sister be 
no more importuned on that bead. We are growing old 
fast ourselves, and we shall expect the same kind of in- 
dulgences : and if we give them, we shall have a right 
to receive them in our turn.—F'ranklin'’s Familiar Let. 


ORDINATIONS,. 


On Wednesday, April 16th, Mr. Samuel Horatio 
Stearns, of Bedford, Ms., was ordained Pastor of the 
Old South Church in Boston. 

Rev. Dr. Chaplin, late President of Waterville 
College, has accepted the invitation to become Pas- 
tor of the Second Baptist Church in Rowley, and en- 
tered upon his labors. 

The church and society in Brattle-sireet, Boston, 
by unanimous vote, have invited the Rev. Sanwel 
Kirkland Lathrop, of Dover, N. U1. to become their 
Pastor and Teacher. 


A meeting of the S. 8S. Union eomposed of the So- 
cieties of Derby, Humphreysville, Oxford, Woodbrige 
and Bethany, will be held at the meeting house in Ox- 
ford, on Wednesday the 30th day of this month, at 10 
| o’elock A. M. 
| April 18, 1834. 





The annual meeting of the Hartford County Tempe- 
ratice Society will be held at Hartford, on the 4th Tnes- 
day of April inst. The delegates will meet at 10 o'clock 
A. M. and the public exercises will commence at 2 
o'clock P. M. ELIZUR GOODRICH, Jr. Sec. 


Revivat Meetine.—The Executive Committee of 
the Revival Tract Society, believing that good will be 
done by bringing the active friends and of 
revivals in different parts of the country to a mutual ac- 
quaintance, respectfully invite all xem | who may be in 
our city during Aoniversary week, and particularly 
such as are wow or have reeently beeu laboring in these 
interesting scenes, to meet in the 3d Free Cherch, (Dr. 
Lansing‘s) corner of Thompson and Houstan streets, on 
Tuesday, May 6th, at 4 o’elock, P.M. for the purpose 
of conferring together respecting the Revival Cause. By 
order of the committee. Josnva Leavtirt, Sec. * 

New-York, March 31, 1834. « 
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